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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT'S DECISION ON FOOTWEAR IMPORT 
RELIEF 

REF: (A) STATE 72268, (B) STATE 72281, (C) STATE 72282 

1 . PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT, STR PRESS RELEASE, AND 
CONTENTS REF A CONVEYED APRIL 4 TO FOREIGN OFFICE AND 
ECONOMICS MINISTRY OFFICIALS. ECONMIN OFFICIAL 
COMMENTED THAT FRG HAS BEEN WAITING WITH SOME 
APPREHENSION TO SEE WHAT POSITION THE CARTER ADMINISTRA- 
TION WOULD TAKE ON TRADE POLICY QUESTIONS WHEN STRONG 
PROTECTIONIST PRESSURES WERE INVOLVED. OFFICIAL 
INDICATED THAT SHE WAS THEREFORE VERY MUCH PLEASED BY 
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PRESIDENTIAL DECISION, AND QUOTED WITH FAVOR A CABLE 
FROM FRG EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON WHICH STATED THAT U.S. 
DECISION IN FOOTWEAR CASE WAS A GOOD OMEN FOR THE 
LONDON SUMMIT. 

2. GERMAN PRESS HAS IN GENERAL WELCOMED U.S. FOOTWEAR 
DECISION. FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE /FITTING REPORTED 
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STRONG CONGRESSIONAL REACTION AND COMMENTED THAT THE 
PRESIDENTIAL DECISION WAS COURAGEOUS OVERALL. 
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